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The most common codes and ciphers are a stable part of our everyday life. Just imagine standing at the crossroads and watching traffic lights. The green, red and orange colour always sends you a message which tells you what to do: to go, to stop, to get ready. The red colour might also mean danger to some people, but in China it often means "let`s celebrate."
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In the world of fiction, as well as the real one, secret codes play an important role. One of my favourite fictional characters is Robert Langdon –the professor of Religious Symbols at Harward University. He is the key character of The Da Vinci Code, which has been translated into 44 languages. The Da Vinci Code mixes fact and fiction. One fact is Dan Brown`s description of a tube-shaped container with disks. If you don`t line up the disks correctly, the tube breaks and the liquid inside destroys the message. It was Leonardo Da Vinci who invented the cipher tube. 
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Not only Down Brown is fond of mysteries. Arthur Conan Doyle, the author of Sherlock Holmes, loved secret messages and symbols, too. Holmes` most famous cipher case is "The Adventure of the Dancing Men." In the story, Sherlock Holmes finds a drawing. It`s a row of stick figures who look as if they`re dancing.
 Sherlock soon realises that each dancing man is a symbol for a different letter.
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Secret messages have also changed history. The sad story of Mary, Queen of Scots shows that it`s not always an advantage to be skilled in the use of codes. Mary`s cousin, the English Queen Elizabeth I, imprisoned her in a country house. Mary was forced to stay there. Yet, she had her own way of sending messages to her friends and supporters. Mary`s cipher used numbers and symbols for 23 letters of the alphabet-there were no symbols for j, v or w. There were also symbols that meant nothing. 
Mary foolishly believed that no one would find her secret messages, but she was wrong. She and her friend Babington used the secret alphabet to plan a murder of Queen Elizabeth. At the age of 44, Mary had her head cut off.

The book Secret Codes by Ken Beatty offers a brief excursion into the world of symbols and ciphers. You`ll learn who Wind Talkers were, how hard it was to break Enigma or read Egyptian hieroglyphics.

In the end, I have an unusual puzzle for you. It was used in the Sherlock`s story called "The Musgrave Ritual." I have coded the message in Pig Latin. And I`m sure you`ll understand the original text after reading the book (
Osewhay asway ityay?

Ishay ohway isyay onegay.

Ohway allshay avehay ityay?

Ehay owhay illway omecay.

Erewhay asway ethay unsay?
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